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HHfH Volunteers

WHO: Anyone 16 years or older can volunteer on a Habitat construction site. No construction skills required! Volunteers are well supervised and given tasks appropriate to skill level and comfort level. Professional construction site supervisors guide volunteers through the building experience.
WHAT: HHfH has tools on all construction sites.  However, volunteers can bring these items if available: nail apron, hammer, tape measure, screwdriver(s), utility knife, cordless drill, gloves and a pencil. Labeling tools with name and telephone number is important. HHfH cannot be responsible for lost or misplaced tools. Other items that may be helpful, but are not required, include a framing square, chalk boxes, goggles, ear protection, and dust masks. Volunteers should dress according to weather: hats, gloves and warm layers during the winter months, and lightweight, breathable fabrics in the warmer months. Please consider that some activities can be messy! Shoes should be durable and closed-toed. 

Volunteers are required to read and agree to adhere to our Safety Policy before work begins, each time they volunteer.

WHEN: Heartland Habitat for Humanity construction sites are open Tuesday through Saturday from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm year-round, except holidays. We strongly encourage groups/individuals to commit to full workdays.  Special accommodations for larger groups can be arranged. Space is limited, so please reserve your date(s) as early as possible; especially for spring and fall months! 

WHERE: Heartland Habitat for Humanity is chartered to build houses in Wyandotte, Leavenworth, Johnson, Clay, and Platte Counties. Nearly all of our current construction is in Wyandotte County in Kansas.

HOW: Individuals and groups can volunteer by contacting our Volunteer Department at (913) 342-3047, ext. 223 or through our website at www.heartlandhabitat.org. In addition to construction, we have a need for office support volunteers. Our office hours are 8:30 am to 5:00 pm, Monday-Friday. We also have opportunities to serve as a Family Partner and/or committee member. You may also fulfill community service/service hour requirements by volunteering with Heartland Habitat for Humanity. Please contact us for further information. All volunteers must complete our online registration and orientation process as well as sign a liability waiver.
WHY:  Heartland Habitat for Humanity's mission is to build simple, decent homes and communities in Wyandotte, Johnson, Leavenworth, Clay and Platte counties in partnership with God's people in need while following biblical principles.

Volunteer Opportunities  

All opportunities are for ages 16 and older unless specified.  Please contact the volunteer department for specific youth opportunities.
LUNCH BUNCH MEMBERS (all ages)

Volunteers are needed to provide lunches on Saturdays for construction volunteers.  The volunteer would deliver a lunch at noon to a designated site and help set-up and clean up.  It would require about 1-2 hours.  We have had people bring sandwiches and chips, others stop at KFC and we even had a youth group prepare a gourmet meal.  Our construction volunteers really appreciate it!
SITE HOST & GREETER
This is a new and exciting opportunity to work closely with volunteers to make sure they are getting the most out of their Habitat experience.  Your work would include welcoming volunteers to the worksite, ensuring they are signed in, introducing them to homeowners, other volunteers, and site supervisors, and sharing the Habitat mission.  Other duties include promoting Habitat by encouraging volunteers to return in the future, distributing volunteer evaluations, and selling Habitat merchandise.  

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS (18 yrs & up)

Volunteers are always needed in the office to help with answering phones, data input, word processing, filing, labeling, volunteer follow-up, etc. Ideally, we would like to have volunteers who can work on a regular schedule, such as one day per week, but we welcome individuals who can donate smaller blocks of time.

SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE 
This committee is responsible for planning and executing HHfH's special events, as well as developing ideas for future events including theme builds. Past and present special events include the Race for Home, Women Build, and celebrity on-site appearances. 
CHURCH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
This committee is responsible for maintaining and strengthening HHfH's relationships with churches. This committee also seeks to identify, contact and further engage churches in the ministry of HHfH. This committee assists with coordinating Building on Faith, recruiting pastors to lead devotions on construction sites, speaking at churches, encouraging churches to refer qualified homebuyer applicants, identifying family partners, educating churches about HHfH and its mission, planning events for International Day of Prayer in September and Building on the Dream in January and creating a covenant church program.
FAMILY SELECTION COMMITTEE (21 yrs & up)

This group of individuals has the challenge of evaluating applicants as potential homeowners.  Duties include: making critical decisions regarding the eligibility of applicants, engaging in constructive criticisms of those decisions, conducting home visits (where the need and willingness to partner of the applicant is determined,) and passing their recommendations on to the Board of Directors for final approval.  

FAMILY SUPPORT COMMITTEE (21 yrs & up)

Volunteers work closely with prospective homeowners before, during and after construction of their home.  They provide support, encouragement and help to make the transition into successful homeownership.  Family partners help plan the blessing of their homeowner partner’s new home.
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Volunteer Safety Policy
Individuals under the age of 16 are NOT ALLOWED on Heartland Habitat for Humanity construction sites!!!

Individuals under the age of 18 are not allowed to engage in hazardous activities such as roofing or operating power tools. 

No Smoking or Alcohol on the Construction Site.

NO PETS on site

No radios or headphones are permitted on the job site.  

Report any condition that looks unsafe. If you are not sure of a situation or a procedure, ask your supervisor.
Wear safety glasses or other eye protection when operating power saws or other equipment that may throw off small hard particles.  Wear earplugs when operating power saws and in high noise areas.
Make sure blade guards are in place when operating power saws.

Wear gloves when handling wood or metal products.

Work in pairs when lifting or moving construction materials

Avoid stepping on electrical power cords, especially in wet locations.

Do not use broken or malfunctioning tools, especially those with electrical problems.

Ensure that ladders are properly secured before use. Check with your supervisor if in doubt. Do not "walk" ladders when in use.

If you cut yourself or are otherwise injured, report immediately to your supervisor for first aid.

If someone else is cut and blood gets on you, report immediately to your supervisor.

Wear appropriate foot protection, such as thick soled shoes or boots. We prefer no soft soled shoes, such as tennis shoes be worn on site, and no open-toed shoes are permitted on the job site.
Hard hats must be worn any time someone is working above you or you are advised by your supervisor.
Use a dust mask when working in dusty areas.

AFFILIATE HISTORY
Kaw Valley Habitat for Humanity was chartered in 1987, by community volunteers from local churches, organizations, and businesses.  A.C. Cuppy, a minister from the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) was the founding president.  KVHH was chartered to build in Wyandotte, Johnson and Leavenworth Counties in Kansas.  KVHH strategically built on scattered sites including urban core, suburban, and even rural locations!  Since its inception, KVHH enjoyed steady growth in home production.  Since 1995, production increased over 200%. 
Home sponsorship was originally from churches.  We have continued that traditional partnership while reaching out to new corporate, organization, and individual sponsors.  We are especially proud of our partnership with high schools.  In 1999 and 2000, three KVHH homes were sponsored by high school coalitions!  Over 800 youth volunteered with us last year!
2006 brought new growth to the affiliate when Kaw Valley Habitat for Humanity and Northland Habitat for Humanity joined to form Heartland Habitat for Humanity.  HHfH is chartered to build in Johnson, Leavenworth, Wyandotte, Clay, and Platte counties.  HHfH is one of only a few affiliates that builds in two states. Separately the affiliates have been nationally recognized for Community Development and Family Services, Building with Youth and their commitment to help build homes in other countries as well as locally.
Frequently Asked Questions 
Q:  Are the homes “gifts” to the families?

A:  Homes are sold to families with no-profit added and 0% interest loans. Mortgage payments average $400 per month, including taxes and insurance.  Families invest 350 hours of “sweat equity” in home construction and other community service. 

Q:  Does the program work to better people’s lives?

A:  YES!  Senior MBA students from Rockhurst College recently completed a face-to-face survey of KVHH homeowners. Over 90% reported positive changes in their family circumstances since becoming homeowners, including greater economic and job security, and better school performance.

Many national studies support the value of homeownership as a foundation for a stable family situation, better health and higher educational and vocational goals for children.
Q:  How else do you help build the community?
A:  We have a historic commitment to youth. Over 800 high school-aged youth volunteer to help build homes every year! We have developed a partnership with YouthBuild, Wyandotte County. Through the YouthBuild program, troubled young people who have dropped out of high school earn their GED, learn a good work ethic, and develop team skills while helping to build a Habitat home! YouthBuild students spend about 1 year in the program and then receive assistance to find viable employment.
Q: Are funds used effectively?
A:  86% of the money donated to HHfH is spent directly on program costs! Donations to HHfH are especially efficient because mortgage payments on completed homes are immediately re-invested into additional homes, making continued use of the original gift. Thus, your money never stops building houses.

Your donation is leveraged many times over with donated materials and labor. Sources for funds include individuals, foundations, faith communities, businesses, government and of course, our own mortgages!   Every home built by HHfH helps improve a troubled neighborhood and creates tax revenue to help pay for schools, streets and public safety. HHfH homes provide training ground for YouthBuild students, team-building for businesses, faith-in-action opportunities and hope for the future for a family in need! 
Q:  How are homeowners selected?

A:  Prospective applicants are invited to an information event where the program is explained and they are assisted in filling out the application. The application poses questions regarding work history, credit history, outstanding debt, etc. The volunteer Family Selection Committee carefully reviews every application and makes a home visit to likely candidates.  Three main criteria are used in family selection:
1) Housing Need
2) Willingness to partner with HHfH 

3) Ability to repay the no-interest loan.  
HHfH is an equal opportunity builder/lender.  

Q:  Who builds Habitat homes?

A:  Approximately 60-70% of HHfH construction work is performed by volunteers.  The remainder is done by licensed professional tradespersons, such as plumbers and electricians.  HHfH needs over 2000 volunteers every year for construction and committee work in order to make homeownership a reality for these deserving families. 
Q:  How can I help? 
A: Contact our Volunteer Department to schedule a work day. Or lead your business, church or faith group to financially sponsor a day, a week or even a whole house build! Volunteer in the office or on a committee.  Donate a used van or other construction vehicle. Keep us in your thoughts and prayers.
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